
ADVOCACY AND INNOVATION FUNDS
FOR EDUCATION IN PAKISTAN

Issue 01 - March 2012

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Page 2  -  Whatʼs Happening at Ilm 
               Ideas? Programme Launch

Page 2  -  From the Experts 
               Partners and Panellists

Page 3  -  Grants Update 
               Request for Applications

Page 3  -  Capacity Development     
               Corner Writing Successful 
               Grant Applications

Page 4  -  Education News Briefs

NEWS YOU CAN USE
What's in a Name? 
The name “Ilm Ideas” focuses on the 
importance of great ideas – through 
research, advocacy, and innovation – 
for the future of education in Pakistan.  
The logo represents girls and boys 
getting high-quality education in 
primary and secondary schools across 
the country.  Let us know what our 
name and logo mean to you!

Website Goes Live
The Ilm Ideas website – 
www.ilm-ideas.com – launched in 
March 2012. The website provides 
information about the programme and 
guidance for grant applicants.  Future 
updates will include success stories 
about funded grant projects and 
profiles of our partners.  Get your 
innovative ideas on our web pages!
 
Find Us on Facebook
Social media is the heart of innovation! 
We invite you to “Like” our Facebook 
page to receive regular updates from 
the Ilm Ideas team and our partners 
about innovative research, advocacy 
and projects to promote education in 
Pakistan.Join us at www.facebook.com!

MESSAGE FROM ILM IDEAS  
Dear Education Activists and Innovators,

We at Ilm Ideas are proud to introduce you to the first issue of our 
programme Newsletter! 

Education is the essential foundation of development of each human 
person – and every society – to their fullest potential. Education also 
is a fundamental right protected by the Pakistan Constitution (Art. 
25A) and international law, including the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (UDHR 1948) and the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child (CRC 1966).  

Pakistan has vast unfulfilled potential, including in the education 
sector.  Ilm Ideas aims to help harness the problem-solving 
aspirations and entrepreneurial spirit of Pakistanʼs people in order to 
ensure access to quality education for all of Pakistanʼs children.    

Ilm Ideas will manage two new Funds dedicated to addressing these 
goals through private and public sector initiatives.  During the next 
three years, Ilm Ideas will provide grants to entrepreneurs and 
organisations through: 

   The Education Voice & Accountability Fund for greater accountability  
   and transparency through strategic research and advocacy; and
   The Education Innovation Fund for creative initiatives that can be 
   taken to scale to resolve the challenges in the education sector. 

Welcome to the world of Ilm Ideas.  We look forward to working with 
you to help ensure every child in Pakistan has the benefit of all that 
the country and the world have to offer!  

Warm Regards, 
The Ilm Ideas Team

“Without education it is complete darkness and with 
education it is light. Education is a matter of life and death 
to our nation. The world is moving so fast that if you do not 
educate yourselves you will be not only completely left 
behind, but will be finished up.”

-Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah
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WHAT'S HAPPENING AT ILM IDEAS? 
Programme Launch in Islamabad
The Ilm Ideas programme, including the Education Voice & 
Accountability Fund and the Education Innovation Fund, launched in 
March 2012 in Islamabad. The launching ceremony was led by 
representatives of the British High Commission, the UK Department 
for International Development, and Development Alternatives Inc. 
Europe Ltd (DAI Europe).

Participants at the Islamabad programme launch included 
entrepreneurs and business leaders, teachers and other education 
experts, Pakistan government officials, representatives of the 
international community, and other stakeholders from across the 
development spectrum, including national and local civil society 
organizations. Media representatives also attended, in order to report 
the programme launch across the country.

The launch event provided information about the Ilm Ideas 
programme as well as an introduction to the first Request for 
Applications (RFA), soliciting grant proposals for research, advocacy 
and innovative initiatives in the education sector.

Outreach Events around the Country 
In May 2012, the Ilm Ideas team will visit at least eight cities around 
the country to introduce the programme and grant funding 
opportunities. Local entrepreneurs, education experts, and 
representatives of civil society organizations, government, and the 
media will be invited to attend these events.

Outreach events are scheduled for Lahore, Multan, Karachi, Sukkur, 
Quetta, Peshawar, Gilgit, and Muzaffarabad.  Join us at an event in 
your area! For more information, please check our website 
frequently.

“You must concentrate on gaining 
knowledge and education. It is your 
foremost responsibility. Political awareness 
of the era is also part of your education. You 
must be aware of international events and 
environment. Education is a matter of life 
and death for our country.”

                   -Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah

International Covenant on 
Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (ICESCR) 
(1966). Article  13.  
"Education shall be directed 
to the full development of 
the human personality and 
the sense of its dignity, and 
shall strengthen the respect 
for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms....”

FROM THE EXPERTS

Partners and Panellists

The success of the Ilm Ideas 
programme will draw upon the 
expertise and experience of many 
talented people throughout Pakistan!

In future issues of the Ilm Ideas 
Newsletter, this “From the Experts” 
column will introduce our readers to 
some of the individuals and 
organisations contributing to the 
programme. Each Newsletter will 
feature an article profiling the activities 
of one of our grant partners or written 
by a member of our Volunteer Expert 
Advisory Panel or a guest columnist.

We all have a lot to learn from each 
other. The Ilm Ideas team hopes that 
this Newsletter column will help 
facilitate sharing insights among the 
many people who are making a 
difference for childrenʼs education in 
Pakistan.  

Constitution of Pakistan. Article 25A.  Right to education. -- The State shall provide 
free and compulsory education to all children of the age of five to sixteen years in such 
manner as may be determined by law.
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Millennium Development 
Goal 2 “Ensure that, by 
2015, children everywhere, 
boys and girls alike, will be 
able to complete a full course 
of primary schooling.”



GRANTS UPDATE 
First Request for Applications (RFA)
Ilm Ideas will publicize invitations to submit grant applications at least 
twice each year from 2012 to 2015.  The first Request for Applications 
(RFA) was issued in March 2012 and is open to all organizations and 
entities that fulfill programme eligibility requirements, including 
registration in Pakistan. 

The Education Voice & Accountability Fund will consider applications 
for two kinds of projects in response to this RFA:

      

The Education Innovation Fund will consider applications for 
entrepreneurial projects on five themes:

1.   

2.  

3.   

4.   

5.  

More information about these grant opportunities, including detailed 
eligibility requirements, funding timelines, and guidance for 
applicants are available on the Ilm Ideas website.  We look forward to 
receiving your applications!  

Local Research and Advocacy.  Mapping research at the local  and 
district levels of the education sector; policy analysis based on the 
research; dissemination of the research and analysis; and 
strategic advocacy based on research  recommendations.

Election Advocacy.  Strategic advocacy based on previous 
evidence-based research in multiple Provincial Assembly 
constituencies, focused on the general election campaign.  

Increased enrolment / retention of boy and girl students in any 
grades from 1-10, especially in districts with high  drop-out rates.
Enhanced learning achievements in literacy and numeracy of girl
and boy students in any grades from 1-10, especially in districts 
with low learning achievement rates.
Increased enrolment / retention / transition of girl students to 
higher grades 6-10.
Enhanced learning achievements of girl and boy students in any 
grades from 1-10 in sciences / technology / mathematics.
Enhanced learning achievements of students in grades 6-10 in 
civics, social studies, especially in the context of elections.  
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CAPACITY 
DEVELOPMENT 
CORNER

Writing a Successful 
Grant Application 

Ilm Ideas wants to help you submit a 
successful grant application!   

When you are designing your project 
and submitting your grant application, 
please consider the following 
recommendations:

Submit grant applications only in 
response to a formal Request for 
Applications (RFA).  

Grant applications should respond 
specifically to the terms of each 
RFA.  

Keep in mind that your application 
will be assessed in competition with 
other application through a 
transparent, multi-step process.  

Read the eligibility requirements 
carefully to ensure that you can 
qualify for a grant. 

You may apply for two grants from the 
same Fund for two separate projects.  
You also may apply for two grants from 
two different Funds.  Each project 
must be submitted in a separate 
grant application.

Plan your grant project in geographic 
areas where you have significant 
experience and community 
relationships.

Follow all instructions carefully 
regarding the format and length of 
the application.  Do not send extra 
materials or documents.

Follow all guidance in the RFA about 
what costs can be included in your 
budget.

Submit your grant application 
before the deadline.

Good luck with your grant application! 



ALL ABOUT US 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) 
(1948) Article 26. "Everyone has the right to 
education.... Education shall be directed to the full 
development of the human personality and to the 
strengthening of respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. It shall promote 
understanding, tolerance and friendship among all 
nations, racial or religious groups...."

Ilm Ideas  
Islamabad, Pakistan | Phone:  +92(0)51-260-8923 

Email:  info@ilm-ideas.com  |  Website: www.ilm-ideas.com 

Development Alternatives, Inc. Europe Ltd. (DAI 
Europe).  For more than 20 years, DAI Europe has 
provided innovative solutions to complex challenges 
on a wide range of themes related to public sector 
governance and private sector development including 
in Pakistan. (http://www.dai.com/europe/) 
  
Cambridge Education, part of the Mott MacDonald 
Group, provides global education services. Cambridge 
Education has been active in Pakistan since 1993 with 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab Education Sector 
among many others.(http://www.camb-ed.com/)

Ilm Ideas Is Managed By

Ilm Ideas Is Funded By

Ilm Ideas 
aims to help increase 

access to quality education 
for Pakistan’s children 

through research, 
advocacy and 
innovation.

UKaid from the Department for International 
Development (DFID).  Education is the top priority 
for the UK in Pakistan. By 2015, the UK will get more 
than four million children into school; recruit and train 
an additional 90,000 teachers; provide more than six 
million school textbook sets; and work with the 
Government and communities to build further 
commitment to improve the education system in 
Pakistan. (http://www.dfid.gov.uk/Pakistan) 
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EDUCATION NEWS 
BRIEFS

Devolution of Education
The 18th Amendment to the 
Constitution of Pakistan, adopted in 
April 2010, inserted Article 25A, which 
guarantees education to all children 5 
to 16 years old as a fundamental right.  
The 18th Amendment also gives 
Pakistanʼs provinces autonomy over – 
and responsibility for – education 
sector policy, budgets, and 
management.

ASER 2011 Launched
The second Annual State of Education 
Report (ASER) 2011 launched in 
February 2012 in Islamabad.   ASER 
identifies gaps in learning levels across 
the country, and provides essential 
data for policy development. A 
citizen-led survey report, ASER 
involved more than 5,000 volunteers in 
85 districts covering 50,000 
households and 150,000 children. 
(www.aserpakistan.org) 

£650 Million for Pakistan 
Education
The UK Department for International 
Development (DFID) is now managing 
£650 million in funds to promote 
education in Pakistan, making the 
country the UKʼs biggest recipient of 
overseas aid. The funds, pledged in 
April 2011, are designed to get four 
million children into classrooms out of 
17 million who are currently not in 
school. 

“There is no doubt that the 
future of our state will and must 
greatly depend upon the type of 
education we give to our 
children and the way in which 
we bring them up as future 
citizens of Pakistan. Education 
does not merely mean academic 
education. There is immediate 
and urgent need for giving 
scientific and technical 
education to our people. ”

-Quaid-e-Azam 
Mohammad Ali Jinnah
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