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WHY a booklet on family tents?

every year, millions of US$ dollars 
worth of tents are dispatched to regions 
affected by disasters or emergencies

First attempt to:
- raise awareness as to best practise
- design performance standards and         
related indicators.

Expected outcome: 
- an increase in the efficiency of
this type of materials, and 
- a more coordinated approach in 
responding to disasters + emergencies
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Overview :

booklet history

booklet aims:
• explain how and when tents 

can be used as part of 
shelter assistance

• how they can be adapted to 
suit the needs of people in 
emergencies

• what to know for 
procurement and use
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Target audience :

Project coordinator, 
field staff

Logistics/procurement officer

Camp manager

Manufacturer

Donor
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Contents :

introduction

part A - using tents

annexes

part C – standards

part B – technical
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Contents :
introduction

part A - using tents
1. Shelter, settlement and tents 
2. Planning a response:
3. Climate
4. Logistics
5. Alternatives to tents
6. User adaptations

annexes

part C – standards

part B – technical
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Contents :

part B – technical
7. Types of tent
8. Tent components

introduction

annexes

part C – standards

part A - using tents
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Contents :

part C – performance standards 
- wholly consistent with Sphere and UNHCR standards
- reviewed by 21 key humanitarian organizations

A. logistics standards and indicators
B. physical standards and indicators
C. social standards and indicators

introduction

part A - using tents

annexes

part B – technical
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Dissemination :

2,000 copies printed by OCHA
(distributed free-of-charge)

free download
from the following sites:

- http://ochaonline.un.org/lsu
(go to “shelter”)

- http://www. shelterproject.org
- http://www. reliefweb.int 

(go to “library”)
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How to obtain copies from OCHA? 

Contact: lsu@un.org
Number of copies as already requested 

to Joseph are ready for distribution today

ShelterCenter will have spare copies 
for distribution

Additional copies (please use order 
form) will be stored & sent by OCHA: 

- to capitals: pouch to UN offices 
from where they can be picked up

- outside capitals: mail postage 
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contact name Organisation number of copies
Isabelle de Muyser Boucher UN/OCHA 220
Steve Ray DfID 20
Okita Yohsuke JICA 10
shabir bhanji independent 5
phillippe dufrasne MSF-BE 50
Thomas Pfeiffer ECHO 5
darren hanniffy GOAL 20
Forni Mirus UNHABITAT 5
chuck setchell USAID 25
Richard Lorenz RedR 20
Sandra D'urzo Architecture et developement 15
jerome michon MSF 150
anna marinklovich UNHCR 20
markus alber SDC 6
Valerie meilhaud - now in SUDAICRC 300
john howard OXFAM 100
jurg zwgart ICRC / procurement/logistics 10
shelterproject shelterproject 200
barend leeuwenberg MSF-NL 20
BARRIGA William IOM 5
Morten Peterson ECHO 2
andreas merlin 10
Nick willson independent 2
Ian Young DFID - Montserrat 5
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In future …

Translation 
to French 
+ Spanish

Depending on success, 
reprinting can be envisaged 
(sold at cost)

Depending on comments, 
revised version can be envisaged 

Update of «Shelter after Disaster»
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Thank you for your Thank you for your 
attentionattention

?


